Giants, New York Set for First Ticker-Tape Parade Since 2000 

Feb. 5, 2007 (Bloomberg) -- New York City is set to host a ticker-tape parade today for the first time in more than seven years as the National Football League's Giants celebrate their Super Bowl win over New England. 

The parade will begin on Broadway at Battery Place at 11 a.m. New York time and continue through the financial district, an area known as the ``Canyon of Heroes.'' A ceremony will follow at City Hall Plaza, officials said. 

The Giants upset the previously undefeated Patriots 17-14 in the NFL's championship game two days ago. The Giants won their third Super Bowl title after Eli Manning's 13-yard touchdown pass to Plaxico Burress with 35 seconds remaining erased a four-point fourth-quarter deficit. 

``If you had to watch one football game in your entire life, this certainly would be a good choice,'' New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg said at a news conference yesterday. ``Especially if you're a Giants fan.'' 

This is the first ticker-tape parade held during Bloomberg's six-year tenure. Asked about the cost of staging it at a time when the economy is struggling, he said: ``It's the city's job to highlight success and to hold cultural events. We can't stop everything because we have a financial crisis.'' 

The mayor is founder and majority owner of Bloomberg News parent Bloomberg LP. 

The city has ordered a half-ton (454 kilograms) of confetti -- made from recycled packaging paper and donated by Atlas Materials Inc. of Brooklyn -- that will be distributed in 25- pound bags to the buildings that line the parade route, according to Bruce Brodoff, a spokesman for the Alliance for Downtown New York. 

Bygone Era 

``Ticker tape went the way of the horse and buggy many years ago,'' Brodoff said in a telephone interview. 

As people overlooking the parade route will also make confetti from items such as newspapers and phone books, about 50 tons of paper will be dropped on Broadway during a typical sports championship parade, said Evelyn Erskine, a spokeswoman for Bloomberg's office. 

Members of the Giants also will ring the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange before celebrating with their fans, NYSE spokeswoman Stephanie Scotto said 

Sidewalks along Broadway from the Battery to City Hall are open to all members of the public, though city officials said seating at City Hall plaza is limited to 4,200. Three large screens will be set up around City Hall Park for fans to watch the ceremony involving Giants players and officials. 

New York's state Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which runs the city's subways and buses and the Long Island and Metro-North commuter railroads, is urging fans planning to attend the parade to ride mass transit. 

More Trains 

The LIRR, the largest U.S. commuter railroad, has added 14 trains, six into the city after the morning rush hour and eight eastbound trains after the parade, said spokeswoman Susan McGowan. Metro-North said it added a train on both its Harlem and Hudson lines in the morning and two to the Hudson Line in the afternoon. 

New York City Transit told fans to arrive early, and expect crowded conditions on subways and platforms and detours on bus routes. They should avoid the 4, 5 and 6 trains on the Lexington Avenue subway line, which is normally crowded during weekday rush hour, and use the 1, 2, 3, A, C, E or J lines. 

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey said it will double midday service on its Port Authority Trans Hudson, or PATH, trains to the World Trade Center station a block from the parade route. 

There have been a total of 202 ticker-tape parades in the Canyon of Heroes from the first, held for the 1886 dedication of the Statue of Liberty, to the last, held for the New York Yankees baseball team after it won the World Series in October 2000, said Brodoff. 

Koch Denial 

The Giants have never had a ticker-tape parade, Brodoff said. Former Mayor Ed Koch denied the team the celebration after its first Super Bowl win, in 1987, because the team played in the New Jersey Meadowlands. The Giants celebrated their 1991 championship at a ceremony in New Jersey. 

It's not clear how big today's parade will be, as weather forecasts call for mostly cloudy skies with rain or drizzle. 

The team will also be honored today at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey, and all fans are invited free of charge, the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority said on its Web site. The ceremony starts at 4 p.m. New York time. 

The Giants finished the season with a 14-6 record and denied the Patriots their fourth title in seven years. They also ended New England's attempt to join the 1972 Miami Dolphins as the only teams in NFL history to go undefeated and win the Super Bowl. 

``This season was for the guys in that locker room, for the coaches, the Giants and the fans,'' defensive end Michael Strahan said at a news conference. 

Strahan has spent his 15-year NFL career with the Giants and although he considered retiring before this season, he said after the game that he had other things on his mind. 

``I am actually thinking about the parade that moved from Boston to New York City,'' Strahan said. 

