SEVEN YEARS LATER
(September 2008)
Seven years ago, the unthinkable events at the World Trade Center site left New Yorkers and citizens around the world stunned and saddened, both for the tragic loss of life and property and for the seemingly fatal blow to Lower Manhattan’s progress and ever-promising future. However, seven years after the unthinkable events of September 11, 2001, the unthinkable has once again occurred in Lower Manhattan.

Thanks to extraordinary efforts by the public and private sectors, dramatic and sustained growth in Lower Manhattan’s business sector, residential population and tourism industry has completely transformed Lower Manhattan into a vibrant 24/7, live/work community that continues to exceed expectations and set standards for other cities to emulate.

With attractive and reasonably priced office space, wide variety of housing options, a green walk-to-work lifestyle, unmatched public transportation network, great schools, great restaurants, great shopping and services, historical sites that define our nation, first-class museums and the most beautiful harbor in the world, Lower Manhattan is now the place where world-class companies want to do business, and record numbers of people want to live in and explore. 

Hundreds of companies, representing a wide variety of industries, have established themselves in Lower Manhattan and brought thousands of new workers to the district; thousands of new apartments have helped Lower Manhattan’s population grow to nearly 60,000 people, more than double the population in 2001; and thousands of new hotel rooms are now available to the millions of visitors who came to Lower Manhattan every year.
The robust development of Lower Manhattan’s business and residential communities has created a great need for more places to eat and shop, and a wide variety of new, first-class retailers and restaurateurs have transformed the district into New York City’s most exciting new shopping and dining destination. 
Despite the stunning revitalization of Lower Manhattan over the past seven years, the glaring, 16-acre hole at the World Trade Center site continues to diminish our district’s status and stymie its potential. Seven years after the destruction of the World Trade Center, there’s been much activity but too little progress at the site and frustration has, not surprisingly, increased on all sides.  Seven years is a long time and the World Trade Center site could and should be further along.   At this time of frustration and delay, a new sense of urgency, commitment and strong leadership from Governor Paterson, Mayor Bloomberg, the Port Authority, and other public and private entities is needed to completely rebuild the World Trade Center site as soon as possible.  

It was heartening to hear  the Port Authority’s recent and refreshingly candid assessment of the enormous challenges confronting the project: complex design, engineering and construction requirements, escalating prices for materials, equipment and labor and diminishing public sector funding, all coming at a time of potentially severe city and nation-wide economic difficulty.
The Port Authority’s new Executive Director, Chris Ward, has taken an important first step in identifying and acknowledging the problems.  Rather than play a blame game, he has opened the doors and invited the principal stakeholders in to plan the future together.   Ward and his steering committee must now make decisions that will not compromise the original vision for the site, though they will almost certainly alter the details.    
A major milestone in the redevelopment of the World Trade Center site will be reached on September 30th, the day that the Port Authority must deliver new construction schedules and budgets Governor Paterson.  Both the Port Authority and Governor Paterson will be held accountable to these budgets and timetables, ensuring that the redevelopment of the site will remain on-track.
Reshaping expectations without reducing them will require leadership from both the public and private sectors; Nothing will happen without it.
New Yorkers are famous for rising to the occasion when faced with adversity.  Nowhere is this truer than in Lower Manhattan, and at no time was this truer than on September 11, 2001.  In the seven years after the tragic events of 9/11, Lower Manhattan has developed into an astonishing and ever-evolving business district and residential neighborhood. The re-development of the World Trade Center site will further provide Lower Manhattan with the kind of first-class office space and retail, cultural and open space amenities that will ensure the district’s status as a global model of a 21st Century, 24/7, live/work community well into the future.  

With the continued leadership of and a relentless commitment to rebuilding by Governor Paterson, Mayor Bloomberg, the Port Authority, the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, along with the support of Lower Manhattan’s business community and non-profit organizations including the Downtown Alliance, it is clear that Lower Manhattan’s best days are surely ahead.
