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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Downtown Alliance Expands Free Downtown Connection Shuttle Bus Service

New East-West Route Links Battery Park City to City Hall;
Extended Service Will Benefit Retailers, Residents, Workers and 

Tourists in Lower Manhattan 
______________________________________________________________________

New York, NY, February 27, 2009 — The Alliance for Downtown New York announced it has expanded its free Downtown Connection jitney bus service, which travels daily from the South Street Seaport to Battery Park City along a defined route that primarily follows the waterfront and brings Lower Manhattan residents, workers and visitors closer to Downtown New York businesses, events, shopping and attractions.

The new service expansion provides free transportation along an east-west route that links Battery Park City to City Hall via the new shopping and dining corridors that have evolved along Murray and Warren streets. 
The expanded service includes stops near every subway line that runs through Lower Manhattan, improving accessibility for residents and tenants of Battery Park City and the World Financial Center and providing workers, residents and tourists with easy access to a new cluster of businesses that have sprung up along Warren Street, including Whole Foods, Barnes and Noble, and Bed Bath & Beyond. One of the Murray Street stops will drop off riders just across the park J&R Music and Computer World and a short walk from Century 21, two world famous retail destinations that have been Lower Manhattan favorites for decades.
“The expansion of the Downtown Connection is exciting news for everyone who works in, lives in or visits Lower Manhattan,” said Elizabeth H. Berger, president of the Downtown Alliance. “Our free bus service makes it easy to explore all that Lower Manhattan offers, and helps unite and build our community. I thank the Battery Park City Authority and J & R Music world for supporting this critical public transportation amenity, which makes Lower Manhattan one of New York City’s greenest communities.”   
 "I applaud the Downtown Alliance for its expansion of the popular Downtown Connection Shuttle Bus service and I am proud to be part of this effort," said Assemblyman Sheldon Silver.  "Local residents and workers will now have an easy and free way to get to some of the exciting new retailers serving our Lower Manhattan community including the Whole Foods Market, Bed Bath and Beyond, and Barnes and Noble."
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"This new bus route will serve a vital goal: connecting the residents of Battery Park City more closely with the civic and economic centers of our city,” said State Senator Daniel Squadron. “I commend the Downtown Alliance for its creative, hardworking approach to improving life in Lower Manhattan for all that live and work here."

“The new expanded bus service being offered by the Downtown Alliance will ensure the residents of Battery Park City and Lower Manhattan have access to shops, restaurants, and important transportation hubs throughout the downtown community.  Since its inception, downtown residents have relied upon this critical service to get around, and we at Battery Park City are enormously proud to help expand this all-important downtown amenity,” said James Gill, Chairman of the Hugh L. Carey Battery Park City Authority. 
"The free Downtown Connection bus has served the residents & tourists of Lower Manhattan since 2003,” said Rachelle Friedman, President & Co-CEO, J&R Music and Computer World. “The new extended route will link the entire community, serving more people from river to river, making it easier to discover the many unique Downtown treasures."

The Downtown Alliance launched the Downtown Connection in late 2003, instantly improving Lower Manhattan’s quality of life and accessibility. More than 800,000 passengers took advantage of the free service this past year, and the Downtown Alliance expects that the extended service will attract even more riders in 2009.

The Downtown Connection offers free, “hop-on, hop-off” shuttle-bus service seven days a week, except Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and New Year's Day. Downtown Connection shuttle buses operate at 10-minute intervals (traffic permitting) from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, with six buses running on weekdays and four buses on the weekend. Buses makes stops at dozens of locations and are able to accommodate more than 20 passengers each.  
The climate-controlled buses are ADA-wheelchair accessible and will run on ultra-low sulfur fuel. Each vehicle will also be equipped with diesel particulate filters and electronically controlled fuel injected engines.

For more information on the Downtown Connection, please visit http://www.downtownny.com/gettingaround. 
The Downtown Alliance manages the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID). The Alliance serves an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street, for which it provides supplemental sanitation and security, economic development, streetscape and transportation improvements, marketing and enhanced tourist services. Alliance for Downtown New York, Inc., 120 Broadway, Suite 3340, New York, NY 10271; Phone: 212-566-6700.
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