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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Downtown-Lower Manhattan Association Celebrates

50 Years of Advocacy, Achievement

Influential Civic Organization Spearheads Half-Century of Downtown Revitalization;

Founder, Former Chairman David Rockefeller To Be Honored at March 18 Reception

______________________________________________________________________

New York, NY, March 5, 2008 — The Downtown-Lower Manhattan Association will celebrate its half-century of lasting contributions at a cocktail reception honoring D-LMA founder and former Chairman David Rockefeller on March 18, 2008. The pioneering civic advocacy group helped develop a declining, post-war Lower Manhattan into a world-class central business district and a live/work community that is a model for urban centers around the world.
“As a businessman, philanthropist and global statesman, David Rockefeller has had a profound effect on New York, our nation and the world,” said Robert R. Douglass, chairman of both the D-LMA and the Alliance for Downtown New York. “We are the fortunate beneficiaries of David Rockefeller’s vision for Lower Manhattan. David has greatly influenced much of Lower Manhattan’s history and direction, and he continues to make significant contributions to causes and institutions that benefit and inspire us all.”

The history of the D-LMA is indelibly linked to history of modern Lower Manhattan.

By the mid-1950s, seismic changes in New York’s business and real estate sectors put Lower Manhattan’s standing as a premier business center in jeopardy. Sensing this trend and intent on keeping Lower Manhattan competitive globally, Rockefeller marshaled the support of Downtown business executives and created the D-LMA in 1958.

The D-LMA has been, and continues to be, a powerful advocate for Lower Manhattan’s most important businesses and institutions, and has initiated, championed and guided many critical projects that have shaped modern Lower Manhattan. (See last page for a comprehensive list of initiatives and achievements.)
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“David Rockefeller’s leadership, both personally and through the visionary organizations he inspired — the D-LMA, the Partnership, the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council and the Downtown Alliance — is why Lower Manhattan is a global model for a 21st Century business district, a 24/7 live/work community on a human scale,” said Elizabeth H. Berger, president of both the D-LMA and the Downtown Alliance. “The 311,000 people who work in Lower Manhattan and the 50,000 people who live here all owe David an enormous debt of gratitude. As one of them, it is my privilege to lead two of the organizations he created and continue his work.”
“I envisioned the D-LMA to be a catalyst for change and a coalition-builder in the struggle to revitalize Lower Manhattan,” said David Rockefeller, D-LMA founder and former chairman. “There is no question that by almost any measure — employment, new construction, quality of life, property values and level of economic activity — our early efforts to breathe life into a moribund Downtown community have succeeded beyond our wildest expectations, and that Lower Manhattan’s best days are still ahead.”
The D-LMA reception celebrating the 50th anniversary of the organization will take place on Tuesday, March 18, 2008. Celebrants, including many of our city’s most prominent business and political leaders, will gather on the 60th Floor of One Chase Manhattan Plaza, the very skyscraper commissioned by Rockefeller in 1955 that helped usher in a period of investment and development in Lower Manhattan that continues to this day. 

The Rockefeller Archives Center in Westchester County, N.Y., recently completed a thorough review and cataloging of D-LMA information and materials. This collection contains meeting records of its board of directors and various committees, officers’ files, financial records, membership records, project files, DLMA publications, reports and studies, and thousands of images that document all aspects of the D-LMA’s activities. The archives provide a comprehensive assessment of the organization’s important contributions and effectiveness.
After 50 years of advocacy and achievement, the D-LMA’s purpose and greatest achievement is perhaps still best described in its Fourth Report of 1973:

“The activities of the D-LMA are powerful testimony to what can be accomplished when public minded private interests and all levels of government join to take a long, bold and outward look at community needs and potential, and then work in concert to bring out constructive change.”

An 11-page report on the history of the D-LMA can be viewed and downloaded at http://archive.rockefeller.edu/collections/rockorgs/dlma.pdf.

###

The Downtown-Lower Manhattan Association

50 Years of Advocacy and Achievement: 1958 – 2008

The D-LMA’s many and lasting accomplishments include the following:
· Sponsoring the first plan for a World Trade Center on the East River in 1960 

· Fostering the development of the World Trade Center complex

· Being among the first organizations to focus on increasing residential capacities in Lower Manhattan and expanding the available social, cultural and recreational services suitable for the development of a truly multi-purpose 24-hour total community downtown 
· Fostering development of the area that became Battery Park City

· Supporting the preservation, restoration and utilization of Lower Manhattan’s historic landmarks, while advocating plans to utilize the landmarks in ways to make them a vital part of the community’s future
· Working with organizations including the Mayor’s Office of Lower Manhattan Redevelopment, the New York Landmarks Conservancy, Sons of the Revolution and the Custom House Institute to revitalize Battery Park, Castle Clinton, the Custom House and the Fraunces Tavern Block
· Fostering the re-development of the South Street Seaport and highlighting its cultural, maritime and historical significance through the restoration of Schermerhorn Row and the creation of the South Street Seaport Museum

· Fostering the development of cultural, recreational and infrastructure projects including the Museum of the American Indian, located in the former U.S. Custom House, the restoration Bowling Green Park and the renovation of the Bowling Green subway station.

· Sponsoring the creation of the Murray Bergtraum High School for Business Careers in 1975, which was the first public school in Lower Manhattan and the first high school in New York City (and one of the few in the country) with business majors  

· Initiating the 1993 Plan for Lower Manhattan, which offered proposals to convert obsolete office buildings into residential buildings, and improve Lower Manhattan’s transportation infrastructure, tourist services and facilities, waterfront and public spaces

· Founding the Alliance for Downtown New York, the nation’s largest Business Improvement District, in 1995

· Fostering the significant expansion of community services, including Beekman-Downtown Hospital and a downtown branch of the New York Public Library

· Sponsoring the creation of the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council

· The creation of the Partnership for New York City by David Rockefeller in 1979

· Campaigning for projects and policies which support the post-9/11 rebuilding of Lower Manhattan and have contributed to Lower Manhattan’s remarkable revitalization
